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to accept the responsibility for a solution which, besides being
feeble and partial, did not seem to them either good in itself or
in the interests of their class. In the end what was possibly
an accountancy dispute regarding the solvency of the unemploy-
ment insurance fund was made a class issue—the pockets of the
rich or the cupboards of the poor. Quoting the words of the
President on the duty of "sacrifice" on the part of those earning
to help those who were not earning, the trade unions demanded
a special tax on income; their adversaries retorted by demanding
insurance economies and more indirect taxation, in itself a "sac-
rifice." As there was no reconciliation possible between those who
held that increased taxation meant increased unemployment and
those who held that without increased taxation the problem of
unemployment would be solved by starvation, and as no agree-
ment could be reached either on what constituted sacrifice or
who should offer the sacrifice, there was no solution except resig-
nation. But it had been long enough delayed to give the crisis
a good start and to imbue the common man with a profound
distrust of his rulers. The fatal term "sacrifice" is a newcomer
to the political vocabulary; sterner ages would have talked, like
Pitt, of national exertions. Characteristically it transforms a posi-
tive into a negative conception, stressing acquiescence rather than
endeavour. But to the ordinary man "sacrifice" still retains its
religious connotations; to him an imposed sacrifice is a con-
tradiction in terms. There was no sacrificial spirit in the nation
because the ministry had never been able to agree either on the
sacrifice or on the explanation why it was necessary. The ordinary
man was conscious that things were becoming difficult; unem-
ployment was increasing; taxation was increasing, for the burden
of indirect taxation fell on the ordinary man and with the ex-
tremists gleefully calculating to the last pfennig how the individual
suffered from the faults of his government, that individual ended
by concluding that, whatever else was incomprehensible, it was
quite clear that he was the sacrifice. For once the parties showed
an extraordinary reluctance to bring down the government; their
action was determined by the pressure brought to bear by the
ordinary man outside who, faced with what he thought was

